
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 3, 2013 
Title:  “He Was Looking to the Reward” 
Text:  Heb. 11:23-40 
 
We need to make sure we keep this narrative/illustration in its context.  The thought found in 
11:26, 27 as one of looking and seeing the unseen is the same as 11:13-16 where the Patriarchs 
were looking for the better country, a heavenly one whose architect and builder is God. 
 
All of these individuals were pursuing the same thing.  They believed the promise and their 
belief in the promises of God is seen in the bringing of a blood sacrifice.  They knew their own 
rebellion against God and the only way to come once more into His presence with joy was 
through blood.  They all knew they were living in shadow-land.  They knew they were not 
where they would ultimately be, but they were confident God would keep His promises and 
they would be where they were to be. 
 
Like Abraham who saw the land in the distance, Moses was looking to the reward.  This is 
where we now find ourselves. 
 

This treatment of Moses is unusual in the New Testament. Moses was the most 
influential person in Biblical history in the perspective of Judaism. Jewish literature 
contained extensive comments on and exaggerated accounts of the exploits of Moses. In 
contrast, the New Testament writers usually only mention Moses in passing. The 
references are most often to the books of Moses or to an event in the history of Israel 
when Moses was the national leader. Only twice does the New Testament devote a 
section to Moses. The sermon of Stephen described in Acts 7 has the longest treatment 
of Moses in the New Testament. Acts 7:20-44. Stephen emphasized the conflict between 
Moses and the Israelites as background for the conflict between Judaism and the earliest 
Christians. The second longest treatment of Moses is here in Hebrews 11:23-29. The 
apostle Paul, in all his treatment of the Old Testament Law, never makes more than a 
passing reference to Moses. Although Paul twice spent several verses describing 
Abraham he never mentions Moses as a pattern for faith.1 

 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
10:19-25 Let us together [as an assembly, a church] go through the torn veil, and let us 

enter into the holy of holies with confidence and assurance of acceptance, and let 
us have no fear of rejection. 

10:26-31 Do not forsake the work of Jesus Christ [the inauguration of the New Covenant] 
and go back to the first covenant [i.e. shadow/type]. 

10:32-39 It was because of your faith in Jesus you’ve encountered and endured much 
persecution and loss of property, therefore keep believing. 

11:1-40 Your experience is no different than that of your ancestors.  They believed in the 
promise and so must you. 
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Outline: 
 

• The Exhortation for Faith (10:35-39 [We are of those who have faith to the preserving of the 
soul]).   

• The Definition of Faith (vv. 1-3) 

• The Illustrations of Faith - people who have gained approval (vv. 4-38[cf. v. 2]) 
 

o Pre-Patriarchal (Heb. 11:4-7 [Gen. 1-11])  
o The Patriarchs (Heb. 11:8-22 [Gen. 12-50]) 
o Moses (Heb. 11:23-29 [Exodus])  
o The Land Conquest and Davidic Monarchy (Heb. 11:30-38 [Joshua, Judges, 

Samuel/Kings, Prophets]) 
 

I. Moses (vv. 23-29) 
 

a. Moses as an infant (v. 23) 
 

1. His beauty 
 

It is interesting to read such a statement.  Every child born is beautiful, yet there is something 
unique in this child that causes his parents to set him apart.  There is a tendency to always 
think or assume the opposite.  What if they saw him to be an “ugly” child?  Would this story 
have turned out differently?   
 

As already noted, the example of Moses is used twice in the NT (Acts 7).  In both places he is 
described as a beautiful or fair child. 
 

It was at this time that Moses was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God, and he was 
nurtured three months in his father's home. (Acts 7:20) 

 

Again, it is somewhat impossible to know what this means apart from that unique voice God 
gives to children in the womb and newborns that leap in the womb and are known of God 
while being formed. 
 

It would appear God puts a premium on children that escapes us.  We are a nation of 
hypocrites and a den of vipers.  We speak of gun control and we lay the argument down that if 
only one life is saved it will be worth it even as we (USA) abort 55 million children since 1973.2  
The total is 1.2 billion worldwide since 1980.3  This rhetoric discusses me.  We wish to save 
trees and give rights to animals, but somehow dismiss conceived children as “globs of flesh.”  
Planned Parenthood reported performing 333,964 abortions in 2011.  They aborted 915 babies 
every day or 1 abortion every 94 seconds.4  Friends, every child is beautiful. 
 

The first instance of Moses' faith that the author of Hebrews relates is really an act of 
faith and faithfulness on the part of Moses' parents. The parents' reason for hiding 
Moses is because they saw that he was a beautiful child. Some people have responded 
negatively at this point declaring that outward appearances of a child are not a worthy 
basis for the decision or the claim of "by faith." Montefiore (p. 202) points out that it is 
hard to say much else about a new born baby. Few other characteristics are observable. 
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However, the word beautiful or "striking" as Lane translates it was understood to mean 
more than outward appearance.5 

 

  2. His parents 
 

Verse 23 also notes that Moses' parents were not afraid of the edict of the king. In fact, 
they probably were afraid of the king and his orders. However, because of their 
faithfulness to the vision of what God would do when he came to bring Israel out of 
Egypt (Genesis 50:24) they hid Moses anyway. The sentence is designed to tell the 
readers that Moses' parents did the very thing that would frighten any normal human 
being by defying the king of the greatest nation on earth. The reason for the author of 
Hebrews mentioning this is clear. The readers of Hebrews were up against persecution. 
If the date of the writing of this book [Hebrews] is the mid 60's, then they were up 
against the Emperor of the greatest empire on earth. Any normal human being would 
be terrified by what they were facing. But faithfulness to the vision of what God had 
done, was doing, and would yet do through Christ, would require them to lay aside 
their fear and remain true to Christ. Faith for them would also be faithfulness. The 
confidence in God that Moses' parents showed was an example for the first readers of 
Hebrews. It is for us also.6 

 

One of the themes of Scripture is “where faith exists fear does not.”  We have every occasion to 
be fearful, but when we are faith-filled fear has no place. 
 

b. Moses as an adult (vv. 24-29) 
 
There are a series of parallel contrasts. 
 
24 By faith Moses, [By sight] 

[Chose to be called a son of Israel] when he had grown up, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 

25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with 
the people of God 

than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 
 

26 considering the reproach of Christ greater 
riches 

than the treasures of Egypt; 

for [gar] he was looking to the reward. 

 
 

(v. 27) for [gar] he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. 
24 By faith Moses, [By sight] 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the 

sprinkling of the blood, 
so that he who destroyed the firstborn would 
not touch them. 

29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as 
though they were passing through dry 
land; 

and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, 
were drowned. 
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These verses tell us a simple truth.  There is a promise given by God that enables us to 
persevere in hardship and make hard calls because future reward is greater than immediate 
gratification.  Paul says a similar truth in Romans 8 where he says our present suffering cannot 
compare with the glory that is to follow. 
 
Look at your marriage, look at your job, look at your housing, look at your bank account, look 
at your children, look at your parents, look at your temptations, look at your addictions, then 
lift up your eyes and see the reward.  Look and see Him who is unseen. 
 
Let us today make that choice where we prize the future reward.  Let us embrace warmly what 
we see in the distance.  Let us look to and long for the better country, the heavenly one whose 
architect and builder is God.  O friends, He is just around the corner.  And in the midst of all 
this we can walk into His presence with confidence and boldness to appear before His throne 
of grace where we obtain mercy and find help in our time of need. 
 

II. The Land Conquest (vv. 30, 31) 
 

• Rahab (Joshua 2), she is notable for being a harlot, a prostitute. 
 
III. The Judges, Davidic Monarchy and Prophets (v. 32) 

 

• Gideon (Judges 6), he is notable because he doubted God’s provision to bring him to 
victory. 

• Barak (Judges 4), he is notable because he would not go without Deborah and because 
of this the honor of conquest and victory would not be his. 

• Samson (Judges 13), his exploits are numerous. 

• Jephthah (Judges 11), he is notable because he is the son of a harlot and he made a rash 
vow that ended up either offering his daughter in sacrifice or committing her to never 
marry. 

• David (2 Samuel), his failure with Bathsheba, her husband and Absalom is heart 
breaking. 

• Samuel (1 Samuel), as a father his children were difficult. 
 
What is of interest to me is what is said of these individuals. 
 

a. Their exploits (vv. 33-35) 
 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 
31 By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had 
welcomed the spies in peace. 

32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets, 

33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut 
the mouths of lions, 

34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 
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35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting 
their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 

 
I do not believe the chapter’s intent is for us to go and do likewise.  By showing us of their 
exploits and trials we are to see their lives as the same as ours.  The bigger idea is that in life 
they looked to the reward.  They saw Him who is unseen. 
 

b. Their trials (vv. 36-38) 
 

36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 
37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the 
sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 

38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves 
and holes in the ground. 

 
Our text speaks of “men of whom the world was not worthy.”  The word “worthy” means 
“comparable or suitable.”  The idea is that of comparing or weighing one against the other.  I 
will continue to maintain the notable difference between the believer and the unbeliever is the 
object of our faith.  We look to Him who alone is our great high priest.  We see Him in a better 
country, a heavenly one whose architect and builder is God.  For the unbelieving this world is 
their home.  For the believing we are always strangers and foreigners.  This country is not our 
home. 
 

IV. The conclusion (vv. 39, 40) 
 
They had a testimony (“gained approval”) of believing.   Note verse 2.  Gaining approval is the 
word “witness” or “testimony.”  “They were all commended and approved on account of their 
confidence in God.”7 
 
Remember what the issue is in Hebrews.  Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the promises and the 
completion of the blood picture.  Everything preceding Him pointed to Him.  Those who lived 
in shadow, died in shadow believing in the substance.   
 
We, although still living in shadow, have the fulfillment of shadow in Christ.  We, like them, 
still believe in the promise, but unlike them we are after the fact.  Yet because of fulfillment 
they are now perfected. 
 
They were not present when the fulfillment of the promise occurred in Jesus the Christ.  God’s 
provision of something better for us is that we are living on the other side of fulfillment.  It is 
because of the fulfillment of the Seed Promise in Jesus Christ that they with us are now made 
perfect. 
 
Notice the idea of perfection in the Book of Hebrews. 
 

For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we 
draw nigh unto God. (Heb. 7:19) 
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Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, 
that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; (Heb. 9:9) 
 
For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. (Heb. 10:1) 
 
For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. (Heb. 10:14) 
 
God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made 
perfect. (Heb. 11:40) 

 
This “perfection” could not be achieved through Law form.  This “perfection” is achieved in 
the person and work of Jesus Christ.  He is perfect and makes others perfect.   
 

39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be 

made perfect.  (Heb. 11:39, 40) 

The "better things," then, referred to here as possessed by Christians, are the privilege of 
seeing those promises fulfilled in the Messiah; the blessings resulting from his 
atonement; the more expanded views which they have under the gospel; the brighter 
hopes of heaven itself, and the clearer apprehension of what heaven will be, which they 
are permitted to enjoy.8 

 
There is an already-not yet quality to the promise and its fulfillment.   
 

Promise in Hebrews 

Past Present Future 

Heb 11:39 And these all, having 
obtained a good report through 
faith, received not the promise: 
 

Heb 6:15 And so, after he had 
patiently endured, he obtained 
the promise. 
 
Heb 7:6 But he whose descent 
is not counted from them 
received tithes of Abraham, 
and blessed him that had the 
promises. 
 
Heb 11:9 By faith he sojourned 
in the land of promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in 
tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the 
same promise: 

Heb 4:1 Let us therefore fear, 
lest, a promise being left us of 
entering into his rest, any of 
you should seem to come short 
of it. 
 
Heb 6:12 That ye be not 
slothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises. 
 
Heb 9:15 And for this cause he 
is the mediator of the new 
testament, that by means of 
death, for the redemption of 
the transgressions that were 



 

 

7 

 
Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up 
Isaac: and he that had received 
the promises offered up his 
only begotten son, 
 
Heb 11:33 Who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions, 
 

under the first testament, they 
which are called might receive 
the promise of eternal 
inheritance. 
 
Heb 10:36 For ye have need of 
patience, that, after ye have 
done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promise. 
 

 
Hebrews 4:1 speak of something more than what currently exists. 
 

Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem 
to have come short of it. (Heb. 4:1) 

 
Hebrews 6 speaks of promises plural as being synonymous with promise singular.  I would 
conclude the promises of land, seed, and blessing are all part of one promise.  I would also 
conclude Abraham experienced an already fulfillment of the promise with the not yet part still 
future.  Thus our text can speak of him obtaining the promise (6:15) as well as not receiving the 
promises (11:13) and be consistent.  He obtained the shadow (6:15) living as an alien in the 
land of promise (11:9), but had not yet received the substance (11:13).  They clearly saw 
themselves as strangers and exiles on the earth even though they were dwelling in the land 
promised. 
 

12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises.  13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one 
greater, He swore by Himself, . . . 15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. . 
. 17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, (Heb. 6:12, 13, 15, 17) 

 
The idea of shadow and substance is noted in 9:15 where the substance is referred to as “the 
eternal inheritance” and “better country, a heavenly one” (11:16). 
 
Hebrews 11:33 speaks of God’s faithfulness in keeping His word as the obtaining of promises.  
Yet the conclusion for the entire litany of names is that although they were seen as people who 
believed in the promise and experienced “shadow” fulfillment they had not “received what 
was promised” in substance/reality (11:39). 
 
It was His faith in the promise singular and the one who gave the promise.  In fact, I would 
argue that the context of the promise did not drive him, but the one who gave the promise.  
The promise could have been anything, but not the one who gave it.  If the content of the 
promise remained the same but you or I gave it, the promise would have no weight.  I can 
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promise my spouse a happy and carefree life, but I cannot deliver on my promise.  It is 
because God is the unchanging keeper of His word that what He promises He is able to fulfill 
and come to pass. 
 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
was offering up his only begotten son; (Heb. 11:17) 
 
who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut 
the mouths of lions, (Heb. 11:33) 
 
And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
(Heb. 11:39) 

 

“We are permitted now to see what they referred to, and in part, at least, to witness 
their completion; and though the promise was made to them, the fulfillment more 
particularly pertains to us.”9 

 
Many of us in our journey through life find ourselves at a sticking point.  We begin to wonder 
if the promise has any teeth.  We begin to question God’s ability to watch us in the moment 
and to fulfill what He has promised.  Part of our problem is how we understand what He has 
promised.  Has He promised you work, or a house, or clothes on your back, or a warm place to 
dwell or meaningful relationships or whatever tangible elements are necessary for you to be 
happy?  Is this what He promised?  I think not.  What God has promised you and me is that 
He will never leave us or forsake us.  Has God ever failed to keep His word?  What you and I 
need to understand is that in His presence is the fullest of joy and at His right hand are 
overflowing pleasures forevermore.  This is the promise that he gave, gives and has 
kept/keeps. 
 
Do we right now believe God is keeping His word?  Do we believe that every struggle and 
doubt we currently encounter is answered in the sufficiency of Jesus Christ?  Friends, do we 
believe Him? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Friends, join me in believing the promise. 
2. Join me as we journey together in Christ. 
 
                                                 

1 http://www.cresourcei.org/biblestudy/bbheb13.html  
2 http://www.numberofabortions.com/  
3 http://www.numberofabortions.com/ 
4 WORLD, January 26, 2013, page 8. 
5 http://www.cresourcei.org/biblestudy/bbheb13.html 
6 http://www.cresourcei.org/biblestudy/bbheb13.html 
7 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 11:39. 
8 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 11:40. 
9 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 11:40. 


